Developmental alternations in offspring of female rats orally intoxicated by aluminum chloride or lactate during gestation.
The oral treatment of pregnant rats by aluminum chloride or lactate at various doses was applied from day 1 to day 21 of gestation to determine its influence on mortality, weight evolution, and neuromotor maturation of their pups. No effect of treatment on litter size was detected, but an increased mortality appeared during the first week: treatment by aluminum lactate was less active than was an equivalent treatment by aluminum chloride. Weight was transitorily delayed, but the reversal of this effect could be attributed to the decrease of litter size. The neuromotor maturation of surviving pups treated with the two aluminum salts showed an important impairment during the first 2 weeks of postnatal life.